
1 September 2017 

The WRCC Golf Committee Newsletter 
“WE WANT TO MAKE THIS THE GOLF COURSE, WHERE PEOPLE DESIRE TO PLAY” 

 

 Our Golf Course

The Greens Committee has announced the 2 day clean-up dates; they are Monday 11 & Tuesday 

12 September 2017. Anybody who are able to help in any form, please speak to Peter Chowles. 

The trench on the 13
th

 hole has been marked as GUR so please use Rule 25 as made provision for 

under die R&A Rules of Golf 2016/2017. 

Spring is here and the Greens Staff is going to be busy to ensure we get the best out of our course. 

Please be patient if a member is working and has to move so you could play. He/she is after all 

working to ensure we have a great course to play on. 

**** 

 Our Clubhouse

Just this past weekend Andy Dalrymple organized a small get together at the swimming pool area 

and the Country Café and our Bar catered for their needs. Thank You Ilonja for organizing the 

kiddie’s movies on the big screen in the hall. As it became later, the little ones enjoyed it 

tremendously. 

Please contact Dalton if you would like to use the area, so we can cater to your needs. 

**** 

 Announcements & Requests

For us to give our members & visitors a better golfing experience, we need to raise funds outside 

our normal membership fees, 100 club & R10 draws. So what do we need to do? I’m sure all of 

you, reading this, have a hat full of ideas. What WRCC is looking for is a Fundraising 

coordinator/organiser/champion to take the fundraising role by the scruff of the neck and make it 

work. If any of you are interested in being this individual, please contact any of the WRCC 

Management Committee members.  

 

Unfortunately there is an issue on the table regarding the use of the Country Café. It was brought 

to my attention that members bring their own eats & drinks to the course. I urge you to NOT do 

this, as the Country Café pricing is exceptionally competitive against any other similar catering 

institution. We all have a responsibility to support the Country Café or we will not have such a 

privilege and we will also loose rounds if we cannot offer such a service. Further I urge you to 

place your half-way order before you tee-off as this will enable a quicker service and not create 

delays at the half-way point of your round. If you did not place your order before the round 

started, you could call them to place an order before you tee-off on your last hole before your half-

way. I thank you for your assistance regarding this matter and look forward to seeing you all 

ordering a meal after your round of golf. 
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I have set a goal of playing, a round of golf, with each of our members. So please if and where 

possible, let’s get together for that round. I will also be calling on the paid-up members who I have 

not seen playing a round of golf. It would be my pleasure to specifically join you for a round of 

golf. 

 

 to Witrivier Koelkamers as a sponsor member. They have 

gracefully sponsored the closest to the pin, on the 5
th

 hole, for every Saturday Competition. 

  

**** 

 Rounds

 

The members achieved their round budget. We still have an issue with visitor rounds. It is very simple and 

that is if we do not get the visitor rounds to the allocated budget the club is definitely going to have a very 

difficult time to keep the standard of the course where it is. Previously I have asked; So what are we going 

to do about it??? Some members have started small initiatives and I thank them, BUT we need to get 

paying visitors to the club to ensure we can go forward. 

 Membership

I can announce that from the 1
st
 May 2017 we have had an increase in membership of 26 members. We 

have lost and gained between the other types of membership, but the total numbers for these have stayed 

the same. It is great to see that more and more people are enquiring about membership. Please see the 

notice board for the names of the new members and make them feel welcome at WRCC. 

 Accounts

For those members who have not paid their annual subs or have not made any arrangements with 

the WRCC Management will, according to the constitution, not be able to use any of the facilities 

of WRCC. Please contact Ilonja; accounts@whiterivercountryclub.co.za or 072 018 8224; if 

you have any doubts about your account and I am sure she will gladly assist to get the matter 

resolved. 

 Handicap

As per the Handicaps network I found this explanation about the Forward Tee and “special” 

Senior Tee. Last mentioned is not applicable to us, but you could be faced with it at another 

venue; 

Member Visitor Member Visitor Member Visitor

May-17 670 1 106 628 960 -42 -146

Jun-17 646 1 025 595 829 -52 -196

Jul-17 669 1 140 706 979 37 -161

Aug-17 665 1 047 670 848 5 -199

Budget Actual Variance
Month

mailto:accounts@whiterivercountryclub.co.za
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13.1) What is the difference between a Forward Tee and a ‘special’ Senior 

Tee? 

A Forward Tee and a ‘special' Senior Tee are very different and they are treated differently for 

handicap purposes. A Forward Tee is a full set of tees with an official Standard Rating as provided 

by the relevant Provincial Union. It is available for all members to play in the same manner as the 

Club Tee and the Championship Tee.    

The use of Senior Tees are discouraged by the SAGA and should only be found at certain clubs on 

a hole where the front tee still does not allow very senior players to reach the fairway, or the club 

is not able to set up a full set of forward tees. In this instance a ‘special’ Senior Tee may be made 

available by the club for certain of their members.    

Please see the relevant excerpts from the SAGA Handicap Manual with regard to Forward Tees 

and special Senior Tees at the bottom of this page or section 5.9 and section 17 in the Handicap 

Manual.    

13.2) The front tee is called the Senior Tee at our club, what now? 

Historically many clubs called their front tee the Senior Tee and some have been slow in renaming 

these to Forward Tees and having them officially rated by the local Union. Because Senior Tees 

are only ad hoc tees there will not be a full set of tees listed for them on the handicap system. For 

this reason if your so called Senior Tee is reflected on the handicap system with a Standard Rating 

less than the club tee, then it is safe to say that the Senior Tee listed at your club is in actual fact a 

Forward Tee. For clarity we suggest questioning your club in this regard. 

13.3) Who is allowed to play off the Forward Tee? 

Any golfer is entitled to play off the Forward Tee in a social round and enter the score for 

handicap purposes using the Standard Rating of the Forward Tee. For competition rounds clubs 

are encouraged to allow senior and junior (those not handicapped off the ladies tees) members to 

play off the front tees and to adjust their handicaps down by the difference in the Standard Rating 

of the forward tee and the Standard Rating of the tee being used in the competition. 

13.4) Do I need to request permission from the club to play from the Forward 

Tees? 

No, any golfer is entitled to play from the Forward Tees in a social round and enter the score for 

handicap purposes. Golfers can also move between the Forward, Club and Championship Tees for 

different rounds should they wish to do so. For competition rounds it is advised that players get 

the necessary authorisation from the competition organisers before teeing off from the Forward 

Tee and they must ensure that they adjust their handicap accordingly. 

13.5) How are clubs meant to deal with Seniors transitioning from the normal 

Club Tees to the Forward Tees? 
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A ‘transition’ from the Club Tees to the Forward Tees is not required. As long as both sets of tees 

are correctly rated by the Union no change needs to be made to the player’s handicap as the 

difference in Standard Rating between the tees takes into consideration the shorter/easier course 

and the differential for their handicap is adjusted accordingly. 

13.6) Does my handicap have to be cut if I choose to play off the Forward 

Tees? 

Not for social rounds unless players are playing against one another from differently rated tees. So 

no adjustment is necessary, provided all the players in a four ball or both players in a two ball are 

playing from the same tees.  

A handicap adjustment is only required if golfers play off the Forward Tee in a competition or 

game where they are competing with others off a different rated tee. The adjustment is equal to the 

difference between the Forward Tee and the tee from which the competition or other players are 

playing. 

13.7) I always play off the front tee, why do I have to cut my handicap when 

playing off the Forward Tee in a competition but not in a social round? 

When entering a score for handicap purposes you record the adjusted gross score and the system 

records the difference between your score and the Standard Rating (SR) of the set of tees and not 

Par for the course. The Standard Rating thus already takes into consideration the shorter/easier 

course and adjusts the differential used in the handicap calculation accordingly. When playing in a 

competition the scores are calculated relative to Par and since you are playing a shorter/easier 

course you need to adjust your handicap down by the difference in the Standard Rating of the tees. 

This also applies to ladies competing against men from tees with different stroke ratings. 

Example: A 10 handicap player shoots 82 off the Club Tee with Standard Rating (SR) 72 and Par 

72. For handicap purposes the player’s differential is therefore 10 and he played to his handicap. If 

the same player shoots 80 off the Front Tee with a Par 72 but SR 70, for handicap purposes the 

differential would still be 10 and he played to his handicap, but the competition Stableford scores 

would be 36 points and 38 points respectively. Therefore for competition purposes the golfer 

should play of an 8 handicap: SR 72 – SR 70 = 2 and 10-2=8. So if he shoots 80 off the SR70 

Front Tees he will have played to this adjusted eight handicap and will enter 36 points in the 

competition and will not have gained any advantage over the rest of the field playing off the Club 

Tees. 

13.8) What score do I enter for handicap purposes when playing off the 

Forward Tee in a competition and therefore I make the necessary adjustment 

to my handicap? 

The score entered for handicap purposes will always be the adjusted gross score achieved with a 

maximum score on any hole of two over par if your handicap is 18 and below and three over par 

on any holes where you double stroke if your handicap is above 18. Provided you select the Front 

Tee on the handicap terminal the system will then take the difference between your gross score 
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and Standard Rating of the Front Tee, and record this as one of your handicap differential scores. 

The adjusted handicap used in the competition is purely for the competition scoring. 

13.9) What tee do I enter my score off of if I play off the ‘special’ Senior 

Tees? 

For any round in which special Senior Tees were used the score should be entered on the handicap 

system by selecting the tee on the handicap system from which all other holes were played. 

13.10) My club’s Forward Tee Standard Rating is the same as the Club Tee, is 

that correct? 

The par of a course across all tees will be the same, for example 72. The Standard Rating of each 

tee will however differ based on the length and difficulty level of the particular tee, for example 

Championship Tee – 73, Club Tee – 71 and Forward Tee – 70. If any of your club’s tees have the 

same Standard Rating, then it is likely that one of the ratings is incorrect on the system and you 

should advise your club immediately. An incorrect rating will mean that the handicap scores 

recorded from the incorrectly rated tee will be either too high or too low when compared to other 

tees or courses.    

13.11) My club has changed the rating of the forward tee from which I 

normally play, down by two strokes  from 72 to 70 and we now have to deduct 

two strokes for handicap purposes when playing in a competition, but my 

handicap has not yet reflected the scores using the new Standard Rating. 

If you have at least five or more scores in your best 10 from your last 20 which were recorded on 

the tee with the old incorrect rating, then the club administrator and or handicapper should adjust 

these scores to reflect the correct differentials based on the (new) Standard Rating and recalculate 

your handicap accordingly. Alternatively as you play off the correct rating these scores will filter 

through into your handicap which will then go up by a percentage of the difference in the rating 

and could be as much as two strokes at your course. 

13.12) Who governs the rules regarding the use of Forward Tees? 

The use of Forward Tees is governed by the rules as outlined in section 17 of the SAGA Handicap 

Manual.  

13.13) Who governs the rules regarding the use of ‘special’ Senior Tees?   

The conditions of use of ‘special’ Senior Tees are managed by the club at which these ad hoc tees 

have been implemented. 

13.14) I still don’t understand, I only play off the Forward Tees, so surely I 

am handicapped off the Forward Tee? 

It is very important to remember that you are not handicapped on a particular tee relative to par of 

the course, but rather the adjusted gross score relative to the Standard Rating of the tee you 



1 September 2017 

played. Playing from an officially rated Forward Tee could be no different to playing from the 

Club Tee at another course if they have the same rating. To explain in more detail, the basic 

handicap calculation is based on the best 10 differentials of a player’s last 20 scores. A differential 

is the difference between the adjusted gross score entered on the system and the Standard Rating 

of the tee from which the round was played. 

Example one: If a golfer enters an adjusted gross score of 82 off the Club Tee with a Standard 

Rating of 72 their differential will be 10. Likewise, if the same golfer now plays from the Forward 

Tee which is two shots easier with a Standard Rating of 70, and they shoot an 80, the differential 

of 10 will be the same for handicap purposes. 

Example two: If we assume we have an 18 handicap golfer and he plays to his handicap each 

round at a course with a par 72 and it has three different tees with standard ratings of 68, 70 and 

71. The following are his scores and Stableford points if he plays to his handicap off each tee. 

 

 
Four old men went into the pro shop after playing 18 holes of golf. 

The pro asked, "Did you guys have a good game today?" 

The first old guy said, "Yes, I had three riders today." 

The second old guy said, "I had the most riders ever. I had five." 

The third old guy said, "I had seven riders, the same as last time." 

The last old man said, "I beat my old record. I had 12 riders today." 

After they went into the locker room, another golfer who had heard the old guys talking about 

their game went to the pro and said, "I've been playing golf for a long time and thought I knew all 

the terminology of the game, but what's a rider?"  

The pro said, "A rider is when you hit the ball far enough to actually get in the golf cart and ride to 

it." 

*** 
 

Earl won first prize at a Father's Day tournament which was an envelope. 

When he opened the envelope, he was very surprised to find a voucher for a free visit to a brothel. 

He had never been to one before but he decided to go the next day even though he was very 

nervous. 

The girls were very friendly and soon he found a lovely young lady and went with her to her 

room. 

Five minutes later, she came running to the Madam and asked, 

"Can you tell me what a Mulligan is?" 

On a Lighter Note 
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Results from 30/07/17 – 30/08/17 

DATE: 5/8/2017

Ladies A Division Score SPONSOR:

Best Nett 69 Penny Robinson

Ladies B Division Score SPONSOR:

Best Nett 70 Jackie Robson

Ladies Overall Score SPONSOR:

Best Gross 85 Penny Robinson

Putts Score SPONSOR:

Least # of 30 Lorinda Mulder

C Division 19+ Score SPONSOR:

Best Nett Play-Off 69 Gisbert Birsner

B Division 10-18 Score SPONSOR:

Best Nett Play-Off 69 Neville Finch

A Division 9 or Less Score SPONSOR:

Best Nett 71 Alan Urmson

Mens Overall Score SPONSOR:

Best Gross 73 Divan de Villiers

Best Nett 69 Neville Finch

2nd PLACE Score SPONSOR:

Best Nett 69 c/o Penny Robinson

3rd PLACE Score SPONSOR:

Best Nett 69 c/o Gisbert Birsner

SPONSOR:

SPONSOR:

MIKE & SUE FIELD

WHITE RIVER COUNTRY CLUB

MEDAL RESULTS

LADIES DIVISION - Members Only

MULTIKNIT

AUDI NELSPRUIT

REMAX

ANTHONY J 

INTERIORS

MENS DIVISION - Members Only

BUNDU LODGE

STAY EASY HOTEL

BONANZA SHOP & 

CATERING EQUIPMENT

2 - CLUBS

SPONSOR OF DAY …  PALM MOTORS …MR DIRK VD MERWE

Mens & Ladies combined …. Members / Non-members …..  Best Nett

1st PLACE WINNER & 

GOLFER OF THE DAY
Score SPONSOR:

PALM MOTORS

PALM MOTORS

PALM MOTORS

LUCKY DRAWS - Player A

Ann Clark
PALM MOTORS

Hennie du Plessis

There were 6 2-clubs for the day; Beryl John; Lorinda Mulder; Adriaan Rabe; Ilonja Rabe; Jackie Robson; 

Hennie du Plessis
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Winner Points Winner Points Winner Points

2017-03-22 Gemma Botes 38 Jackie Crews 37 c/o Beryl John 37 c/o

2017-03-29 Jackie Crews 37 Andre Döman 36 c/o Findley Friel 36 c/o

Winner Points Winner Points Winner Points

2017-04-05 Mike Field 39 Ryan Bockel 38 Andy Macleod 36

Jackie Crews 35 Rob Valentyn 33 c/o Diana Davies 33 c/o

Gemma Botes 30 Sue Field 15

4th 5th 6th

7th Longest Day

Individual Stableford 

Challenge

Date
1st 2nd 3rd

Date
1st 2nd 3rd

Individual Stableford 

Challenge

Mpumalanga 

Running Store

100 Club Draw # Aug-17
1st 36 Yvonne Colhoun - R1600

2nd 25 Lionel Simoes - R540

3rd 23 Chris Marais - R300

 

Palm Motors Monthly Medal & other associated sponsors 

 

   

 

 

 

 

        Nelspruit 

 

 

 

 

 

**** 

 

 

100 Club Draw 

 

 

Well Done to Ilonja for adding more participants to the draw!! Please contact Ilonja 

(accounts@whiterivercountryclub.co.za) or Dalton to get your name into the draw. 

Congratulations to the winners below. 

 

 

 

 

**** 

 

Mike & Sue Field 

mailto:accounts@whiterivercountryclub.co.za
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Johan v Oudtshoorn, from Thomas Tyres, is definitely a passionate member and an awesome sponsor. Your loyal support 

is sincerely appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winner Points Winner Points Winner Points Winner Points

2017-08-04 Clint Hodson-Hoare 19 Adriaan Rabe 18 c/o Casper Strydom Snr 18 c/o John Poole 5

2017-08-11 Sue Andrews 21 Chris Bethwaite 20 c/o Jacques de Villiers 20 c/o Hedley Street 7

2017-08-25 Mike Field 20 Chris Thompson 18 Charles Davies 17 Graham Nuttall 9

Nuts
Date

1st 2nd 3rd
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Winner Points Winner Points Winner Points

2017-08-09
Gemma Botes & 

Phyllis Connelly
85

Roger Briggs & John 

Robson
71

Penny Robinson & 

Ann Clark
65

2017-08-16 Gisbert Birsner 38 Helen Armishaw 35 c/o Margaret Finn 35 c/o

2017-08-23 Gerhard de Jager 40 Joan Leinberger 39 c/o Gisbert Birsner 39

2017-08-30 Riette Dolezal 36 Jackie Crews 34 Joan Leinberger 32

Winner Points Winner Points Winner Points

2017-08-02 Andy Macleod 38 Di Thompson 34 Gemma Botes 33 c/o

Gisbert Birsner 33 c/o Steve Gerber 33 c/o Gerhard de Jager 31 c/o

Anita King 16

Winner Points Winner Points Winner Points

2017-08-11 Cas Strydom Snr 39 Johan v Oudtshoorn 37 c/o Titus Masuku 37

6th

Longest Day

Date
1st 2nd 3rd

IPS

4th 5th

3rd

Individual Stableford 

Challenge

Mpumalanga 

Running Store

 Golf Challenge

Date
1st 2nd 3rd

Date
1st 2nd
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Winner Points Winner Points Winner Points Winner Points

2017-08-01 18 Ben Viljoen 37 Geoff Hill 35
Paul Christmas 

(Guest)
34

David Perine 

(Guest) & Willie 

Swanepoel

19
The nuts were shared for the first 

time

2017-08-08 14 Findlay Friel 35 Gisbert Birsner 34 Rob Smithyman 33 John Poole 21
Please see the photo of the new 

Nuts trophy

2017-08-15 20
Findlay Friel & 

Graham Nuttall
36

Chic Connelly, 

Stan Stack & 

Charles Davies

35 Charles Gilfillan 25
Crazy to think you would win nuts in 

this school on 25 points

2017-08-22 19 Charles Gilfillan 35
Steve Gerber & 

Charles Davies
33 Julian Howard 20 Charlie you did it!! Well Done!!

2017-08-29 17 Dawie Smuts 40 Stan Stack 38
Mike Field & Ben 

Viljoen
36

David Perine 

(Guest) 
13

Ouch Dawie you do make a "big" 

entrance when you are back 

Qty 

Players
Date

Tuesday School Results

Comments
1st 2nd 3rd Nuts

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a month The Tuesday School has had!! First time ever that the Nuts was shared. Chic Connelly sponsored a trophy for the Nuts winner. Shooting 25 

points and winning the nuts, definitely a nutty story. Then Charles Gilfillan comes along and wins the 22/08/2017 challenge. 

I had a game with the Tuesday School and I want to thank them for what they do for WRCC. They are a great bunch of gentleman with a good, and 

sometimes not, sense of humor. I am proud to be the Captain of WRCC where we have such a great bunch. Keep it up, no pun intended. 
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 Tortoise Challenge

The 4 musketeers AKA Paul Wood, Gary Angelos (tortoise), Alan Urmson & Alan South started 

a personal challenge among the 4 of them. Paul and Gary got a decent hiding and Gary had to 

hand over the Tortoise to the winners. Thank You guys this is a great initiative to get another 

non-member to come and play a round at WRCC.  

Who else can make a challenge like this and let me have the photos so we can share with the 

rest of our members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The inaugural winner of the Nuts Trophy – John Poole 
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Another initiative to build relations and help WRCC achieve the rounds target set. Thank you Sandy Marais! 
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Ruan Groenewald receiving his Lowveld & Mpumalanga Junior Player of the Year awards from Dalton Viviers. Ruan it is an honor to have 
you as a member at WRCC. We wish you all the best in qualifying through the IGT competition. 
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M V Other Events Club Events M V Other Events Club Events M V Other Events Club Events

Mon

Tue

Wed 1

Mpumalanga 

Running Store IPS

Thu 2
Rovos Rail Tours 

1
CMR Golf Day

Fri 3

Methodist Church 

golf day

2
MONTHLY MEDAL

Sat 4
MONTHLY MEDAL

3 Sun 1 5

4 Mon 2 6

5 Tue 3 7

6
Mpumalanga 

Running Store IPS Wed 4
Mpumalanga 

Running Store IPS 8
GumTreez IPS

7 Thu 5 9

8
Thomas Tyres Meat

Fri 6
Radio Laeveld Golf 

Day 10
Thomas Tyres Meat

9

Windhoek Lager 

Betterball Sat 7
MONTHLY MEDAL

11
Ladies League 

10 Sun 8 12

11 Mon 9 13

12 Tue 10 14

13
GumTreez IPS

Wed 11
GumTreez IPS

15
GumTreez IPS

14 Thu 12
Rovos Rail Tours 

16

15
LCTT Golf Day 

Fri 13
Thomas Tyres Meat

17
CANSA Golf Day

16

Makro Format To Be 

Confirmed 
Sat 14

Ladies League 
Boere vs Souties 

Challenge 
18

Dömans Dip

17 Sun 15
NOMADS WR

19

White River Mixed 

Open

18 Mon 16 20

19 Tue 17 21
Rovos Rail Tours 

20 GumTreez IPS Wed 18 GumTreez IPS 22 Gum Treez IPS

21
BMW Golf Day

Thu 19 23
Rovos Rail Tours 

22
Thomas Tyres Meat

Fri 20
Thomas Tyres Meat

24
Thomas Tyres Meat

23
Dömans Dip

Sat 21
Dömans Dip

25
Bidvest 

24 Sun 22 26

25 Mon 23 27

26 Tue 24 28

27 GumTreez IPS Wed 25 GumTreez IPS 29 Gum Treez IPS

28 Thu 26 30

29
Thomas Tyres Meat

Fri 27
KMIA Golf Day 

30 Ladies League Sat 28 Riverside

Sun 29

MZ Mixed Doubles 

Weekend

Mon 30

Heritage Day

September

Planned Events

October November

Confirmed EventsConfirmed Golf Days

 Forthcoming           &

It is with appreciation towards the various sponsors, members and supporters of 
the WRCC that we share our upcoming schedule. 

 


